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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY AT CARBONDALE
CURRICULUM VITAE OF RICHARD E. SMITH
School of Art and Design

· PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Office: Pulliam Design Building #66, Southern Illinois University Carbondale

University Phone: 	(618) 453-3774
Cell:                	(618) 924-5767

Email:               	RSForge@siu.edu

University Website: https://faculty.siu.edu/profiles/q-s/smith-rick.php
Professional Website: www.RickSmithBlacksmith.com

Position:            	Professor of Blacksmithing and Metalsmithing
			School of Art and Design
			Southern Illinois University, Carbondale

· EDUCATION

1992	 	MFA Degree, Metalsmithing
	Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
	Carbondale, IL  62901

		Exchange program (SIU Carbondale)
	West Surrey College of Art and Design
	Surrey, England

1985		BFA Degree Sculpture, Metal and Jewelry
	Southern Missouri State University

	Semester abroad exchange (Southwestern Missouri State University)
	Landsdown College
	London, England


· PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2011-Present	Professor of Blacksmithing and Metalsmithing
			School of Art and Design
			Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
			Carbondale, IL 62901


Spring 2024		Sabbatical 

Over my spring sabbatical I continued research into large-scale forge welding, diffusion bonding, and combining metal with other materials.

2017-2018		Assistant Director, School of Art and Design
			School of Art and Design
			Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
			Carbondale, IL 62901

2002-2011		Associate Professor of Blacksmithing and Metalsmithing
			School of Art and Design
			Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
			Carbondale, IL 62901

1997-2002		Assistant Professor
Blacksmithing and Metalsmithing
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
Carbondale, IL 62901
	
1996 Instructor of Record
University of Ohio
Intermediate Blacksmithing
Summer 1996

1994 Instructor of Record
Rhode Island School of Design
Blacksmithing
Winter Intercession 1994   

1998			Contemporary Jewelry Designs, Inc.
Manchester, Missouri
President
Design, production and sale of contemporary metal work
	

1991 – 1994 	 	Artist in Residence
			Penland School of Craft
Penland, North Carolina

1994 Metals and Jewelry Coordinator
Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina

1994  			Iron and Sculpture Coordinator
Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina


· RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY

Studio Practice:
1991-Present	Smith Studio
Penland, North Carolina / Murphysboro, Illinois
Ongoing studio practice supporting research, creative work, exhibitions, and commissioned work.

A.  Interests and Specialties:

My ongoing creative research includes large-scale and monumental forge welding, diffusion bonding, and the integration of metal with other materials across a range of forms and applications. A related area of research focuses on the recovery, documentation, and continued development of mokume-gane, a highly specialized diffusion-bonded layered-metal technique associated with SIU's metals program beginning in the 1970s. SIU graduate and my personal mentor, Phillip Baldwin, built a distinctive career around the artistic and technical advancement of mokume-gane, developing a depth of expertise that was singular in the field. Following his sudden passing in 2023, I returned to this highly specialized process to help document, develop, and preserve that knowledge.

B.  Current Projects:

My current projects continue research in large-scale and monumental forge welding and diffusion bonding, including the technical challenges of scale, bond integrity, and combining metal with other materials across varied forms and applications. In parallel, my mokume-gane research focuses on reconstructing and refining historically significant processes through the study of alloy selection, billet construction, bonding, pattern development, forging, rolling, and surface refinement. This work supports continued creative development, documentation, presentation, and future exhibition.
	

C.  Grants Applied For But Not Funded:

	Endowment for fellowship program – Johnstown Residency Program
	Funding Source: Windgate Foundation
	Amount: $163,000.00 for research, travel and start-up for program
	Rejected: December 2008
	
	Funding was rejected because SIUC had not officially committed to the project. I 		was asked to reapply if and when that approval is given.
	
Repoussé and Related Sheet Metal Forming 
Funding Source: ORDA
August 1998
Not Awarded

D. 	Grants Received:
	
Windgate Foundation Research Grant
Funding Source: Windgate Foundation
Amount: $47,332.00
Awarded: January 1, 2005
Completion: January 1, 2008

I applied for funding to provide me with an graduate assistantship and a limited amount of supplies for a period of three years. The award was granted by the Windgate Foundation. With this support I was able to explore a new direction in my work and from that completed a new body of work that was exhibited at Christa Faut Gallery in 2007.

	Endowed Chair of Blacksmithing
Funding Source: Windgate Foundation
Amount: $1,000,000
Awarded: January 1, 2005

I applied for and was awarded an Endowed Chairmanship for Blacksmithing in the amount of $1,000,000 from a Windgate Foundation. This award was designed to provide long term security for the blacksmithing position at SIUC. This endowment is managed by the University Foundation who invests and has fiscal responsibility for the funds. 3% of the interest of this endowment is made available to me, as head of blacksmithing, to use for research, to purchase equipment and help with travel and the like, as per the memorandum of agreement.
	
	Scholarship Endowment for the School of Art and Design
Funding Source: Windgate Foundation & SIUC
Amount: $250,000 matched by the University for a total of $500,000
Awarded: January 1, 2005
Matching Funds Initiative Completed: 2009

I applied to a Windgate Foundation for a grant of $250,000 for a scholarship endowment for our students that would be matched by the University. The intention of the grant was to provide money for scholarship activities, such as attending workshops or conferences, for undergraduates and graduate students  in the School of Art and Design at SIUC . 

	Research Endowment for School of Art and Design
Funding Source: Windgate Foundation & SIUC
Amount: $250,000 matched by the University for a total of $500,000 
Awarded: January 1, 2005
Matching Funds Initiative Completed: 2009

I applied to a Windgate Foundation for a grant of $250,000 for a research endowment that would be matched by SIUC. Money from this grant is purposed for things related to research, such as supplies and materials, and can be applied for by undergraduate students, graduate students, alumni, as well as faculty in the School of Art and Design at SIUC. 
	
Equipment & Facilities Improvement Grant
Funding Source:   SIUC
Amount: $192,000 of which another $177,000 was matched by SIUC
Awarded: Spring 2001
Completed: 2003

Windgate Foundation grant. $192,000.00, designed to provide new machinery, tools and equipment for the blacksmithing area, as well as research and documentation tools for students in blacksmithing and metalsmithing. The university approved a matching grant in the amount of $177,000.00 allowing for an addition to be built on to the existing blacksmithing studio, giving 940 more square feet of student industrial workspace. These combined grants, totaling $369,000.00 funding projects beginning in 2001 and continued until 2003.

Large Scale Forge Welding
Funding Source: ORDA
Amount: $1300.00 and a quarter time graduate assistantship annually
Awarded: August 2003
Completion: May 2004

Illinois Arts Council Fellowship Award
Funding Source: Illinois Arts Council
Amount: $7000.00
Awarded: December 1, 2000
Completion: December 1, 2001

Illinois Arts Council Fellowship Award
Funding Source: Illinois Arts Council
Amount: $5000.00
Awarded: February 25, 1999
Completion: August 31, 1999

Repoussé and Related Sheet Metal Forming 
Funding Source: ORDA
Amount: $750.00 and a quarter time graduate assistantship annually
Awarded: August 16, 1999
Completion: August 16, 2001

E. Honors and Awards

2017	Twenty Year Service Award, SIUC

2007	Ten Year Service Award, SIUC

2006 Parkway Alumni Association Hall of Fame 

Inducted into the Hall of Fame for the Parkway School District. I was nominated and chosen from over 62,000 students who graduated from this school district in the St. Louis, MO area. There were a total of 14 inductees for 2006. I am very proud to be among 	the other twenty inducted, including: Dr. Thomas Barthold, the chief of staff for the Joint Committee on Taxation for the U.S. Congress; Dr. Martin Perry, Chief Economist at the Federal Communications Commission; Kathleen Higdon Wilson, Chairwoman of the National Women’s Political Caucus, author and one of “Washington’s 100 Most Important Women.” Only thirty-six graduates have been inducted to date.

		2003 	Dean’s Award for Scholarship
		
Received a $500 award to purchase books by Dean Shirley Clay Scott.
	
F. Papers and Presentations at Professional Meetings

October 2024
Presenter
Seattle Metals Guild
Seattle, Washington

I was invited to present on the legacy of SIUC blacksmithing and metalsmithing programs to the resurgence of mokume gane in America, both in terms of research, education, as well as in practice. This tradition was continued by distinguished alumnus Philip Baldwin, who became known for his rich pattern billets that were then sold to producers all over the world.

September 2023
Presenter
	XXV Bienneal European D’Arte Fabbrile 
	2023 International Blacksmithing Conference
Stia, Italy

This is the oldest and largest blacksmithing conference, I believe, in the world. I was invited as a special guest of Michael Bondi to present at this conference as well as participate in a collaborative piece later in the journey at Christoph Frederick’s studio making a piece with nine other internationally recognized blacksmiths from all traditions: architectural, sculpture, and craft. 

April 2023
Master Metalsmith
Fire on the Mountain
Penland School of Crafts and Spruce Pine Main Street

I was the featured master metalsmith at this annual event sponsored by Spruce Pine Main Street and Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in America. At the event I did a workshop, demonstration, and presented my work and about the program at SIUC.

October 2017 
	Lecturer
Ferrous
Hereford BID
Hereford College of Arts and the Arts Council of England. 

Discussed my personal approach to my work and the benefits of higher education to being an artist/blacksmith.

The Ferrous exhibition was a celebration “Hereford’s important place in the history of forged metal.” The event included a pop-up exhibition trail, a market place where work could be purchased, the international traveling exhibition called FORGE, plus demonstrations and talks. I gave a lecture at the exhibition of FORGE.

August 2017
Lecturer
Open Lecture
	Steneby School of Art, University Gothenburg
Steneby, Sweden
	
While a visiting professor and Artist in Residence at Steneby I gave a lecture on my personal work and presented the metals program at SIUC and our exchange with Steneby School.

	July 2016 
	Lecturer
	“How Education Can Elevate Practices”
	Artist Blacksmith Association of North America Conference
	Salt Lake City, Utah

	As part of the” Blacksmithing a Future Concept” lecture series at the conference, working with colleagues Heiner Zimmermann (adjust faculty, University Gothenburg, Steneby) and Delyth Done (HE Curriculum Leader Hereford College, Wales), I was invited to lecture on how formal study in blacksmithing can improve one’s work, breadth of knowledge and skills, and address how a strong community of craftspeople can help support future success and professional development.

July 2007
International Master – American Representative
Friendship Through Iron Conference, Shropshire, England
British Artist Blacksmith Association (BABA)

I was invited by leaders within BABA, including Sir Richard Quinnell M.B.E., and notable blacksmith Terrence (Terry) Clark, to act as the only American representative for this international conference. Masters from more than 20 countries also participated. At the conference each master smith instructed a team of conference participants comprised of professional and novice smiths who had signed up to work with them. These individuals were instructed as to how to forge and fabricate a panel that was designed by the master smith. The completed panel would then be added to a collective piece entitled “Pillar of Friendship.” Currently the piece is on display in Liverpool, England. After a duration of one year the piece will return to Ironbridge Gorge in Shropshire, England  and be a permanent art installation. Ironbridge Gorge is the site of the birth of the industrial revolution. 
	
2004
	Artist Blacksmith Association of North America (ABANA) Conference
	Richmond, KY
	Panelist 

	I was invited by organizers of ABANA to act as a panelist to discuss symbolism 	in contemporary ironwork. ABANA is the premier organization in the United 	States for artist blacksmiths. To be asked to participate in this way was a real 	honor.
		
	2004
SOFA (Sculptural Objects Functional Art) Conference
Chicago, IL
Work was discussed

A panel discussion on Contemporary Iron that included Tom Joyce, Christina Schmigel and Gary Griffin showed slides and discussed my work along with that of other blacksmiths. I was asked by Christna Schmigel to provide slides of my work.
		
		1999
		Industrial Imagery and Its Effects on Contemporary Iron
		St Louis, MO
		Presenter/Demonstrator
		Society of North American Goldsmiths (SNAG), Annual National Conference
		
	Chosen by selection committee which was headed by Peggy Eng.	

		1998
		Renwick Alliance
		Lecturer
		Craft Alliance Gallery
		Saint Louis, Missouri
		
		1994
Damascus Alternatives
		Presenter/Demonstrator
		Artist Blacksmith Association of North America (ABANA), Annual National Conference
		Washington University Campus
		Saint Louis, Missouri
		

G.	 Solo Exhibitions

2022	Stone & Steel: Appalachian Center for Craft, Joe L. Evans Gallery, Smithville, Tennessee
		
2011	   Stable Space: University Museum, SIUC, Carbondale, IL

2007      Space Within: Work with Steel and Wood: Christa Faut Gallery, Charlotte, NC
		
2003	The Element of Iron: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina 
	
		
H.	Group Exhibitions	

2025	Iron Note: Grave Marker Conference: Forging Future Remembrance, Steneby, Sweden

	International invitational group exhibition held in conjunction with Grave Marker Conference: Forging Future Remembrance, Steneby, Sweden. Many notable metal artists participated: Johannes Postlmayr (Austria), Klara Eriksson (Sweden), Karolina Hägg (Sweden), Antti Nieminen (Finland), and Jokum Lind Jensen (Denmark).


2025	Invitational International Group Exhibition

	Wunderkammer: The Orangerie, Munich, Germany, curated by Tobias Birgersson, Professor and Heiner Zimmermann. Invitational exhibition with other international artists such as Nils Hint, David Clark, Jorge Manila, Urmas Luus, Porte Hirv, Tobias Birgersson, Heiner Zimmermann, among others.

 International invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewellry Week in Munich, Germany. 


2024	Invitational International Group Exhibition

	Wunderkammer: The Orangerie, Munich, Germany, curated by Tobias Birgersson, Professor and Heiner Zimmermann. Invitational exhibition with other international artists such as Nils Hint, David Clark, Jorge Manila, Urmas Luus, Porte Hirv, Tobias Birgersson, Heiner Zimmermann, among others.

 International invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewellry Week in Munich, Germany. 

2023	Invitational International Group Exhibition

	Wunderkammer: The Orangerie, Munich, Germany, curated by Tobias Birgersson, Professor and Heiner Zimmermann.

 International invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewellry Week in Munich, Germany. Twenty-four artists were represented, including SIUC alumnus Adam Hawk who now heads the metals program at Peck School of Arts – Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

2023	Counter Balance: The John and Robyn Horn Collection. Asheville Arts Museum

	An exhibition of works in the permanent collection of the Asheville Arts Museum donated by John and Robyn Horn. I have 3 pieces at the museum. One was on display for this exhibition.

2023	Fire on the Mountain, Annual Blacksmithing Exhibition. Penland School of Craft and Spruce Pine Main Street.

I was the featured master metalsmith at this annual event sponsored by Spruce Pine Main Street and Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in America. At the event I did a workshop, demonstration, and presented my work and about the program at SIUC.

2022	Invitational International Group Exhibition

Extended Family: Kunstraum Streitfeld, Munich, Germany. Curated by Gothenburg University, Metal Art at campus Steneby.

  An international invitational group exhibition held by Gothenburg University Metal Art at Steneby Campus. Past instructors were invited to participate. Other artists include: Klara Eriksson (Sweden), Urmas Lüüs (Estonia), Nils Hint (Estonia), Professor Richard Smith (USA), Professor Heiner Zimmermann (Germany), Tobias Birgersson (Sweden), Lina Söderberg (Sweden), Karl Hallberg (Sweden), Jokum Lind Jensen(Danmark), Emille de Blanche (Sweden), Marcelo Ferreira Gustavsson (Sweden), Siri Tolander (Sweden), Janne Hilmersson (Sweden), Tomas Nordström (Sweden), Annika Oskarsson (Sweden), Sabine Straub (Germany), David Snoo Wilson (England), Rebekah Frank (USA), Andrew Hayes (USA), Benjamin Kjellman-Chapin (Norway), Junko Mori (England), Professor Anders Ljungberg (Sweden), David Clarke (England), Ulrika Aneer (Sweden), Pearce Healy (USA), Carolina Claesson (Sweden), Sebastian Schildt (Sweden), Tobias Alm (Sweden) Professor Jorge Manilla Navarrete (Mexico), Christine Habermann von Hoch (Czech Republic), Karolina Hägg (Sweden)

2022	Invitational International Group Exhibition
  
 Sharing Is Caring II: The Orangery Gallery, Munich, Germany, curated by Heiner Zimmermann.

	An invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewellry Week in Munich, Germany. “Four university programs of only a few worldwide, teaching metal art, celebrate their yearlong cooperation: Gothenburg University Sweden (Steneby, Sweden), College of the Arts (Hereford, England), Southern Illinois University Carbondale (Carbondale, IL, USA), and the Estonian Academy of Arts join to collaborate and share knowledge. Hosted by Metal Arts Sweden. Eleven artists were represented.

2022	Invitational International Group Exhibition

Sharing Is Caring II: Ferrous 22, Hereford, England. Curated by Heiner Zimmermann.

	“The works on show explore the boundaries between art and craft, materiality and ideas, functionality and creativity, through the physical act of applying force to metal.” With eleven artists representing four MFA or equivalent metals programs around the world, this exhibition was originally shown in Munich, Germany.

2021	Invitational International Group Exhibition
  
 Sharing Is Caring: The Orangery Gallery, Munich, Germany, curated by Heiner Zimmermann.

	An invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewelry Week in Munich, Germany. “Four university programs, of only a few worldwide, teaching metal art, celebrate their yearlong cooperation: Gothenburg University Sweden (Steneby, Sweden), College of the Arts (Hereford, England), Southern Illinois University Carbondale (Carbondale, IL, USA), and the Estonian Academy of Arts join to collaborate and share knowledge. Hosted by Metal Arts Sweden.

2020	Invitational International Group Exhibition
  
 Sharing Is Caring: The Orangery Gallery, Munich, Germany, curated by Heiner Zimmermann.

	An invitational group exhibition held during the international event called Jewelry Week in Munich, Germany. “Four university programs, of only a few worldwide, teaching metal art, celebrate their yearlong cooperation: Gothenburg University Sweden (Steneby, Sweden), College of the Arts (Hereford, England), Southern Illinois University Carbondale (Carbondale, IL, USA), and the Estonian Academy of Arts join to collaborate and share knowledge. Hosted by Metal Arts Sweden.

2018    Invitational International Group Exhibition Artist in Residence Exhibition, by Niklas Engval, Steneby School, University of Gothenburg, Steneby, Sweden

	An invitational exhibition held after my departure from the school. It included my sketches, as well as works from other visiting scholars to the school.

2018   Invitational International Group Exhibition traveling from the Ruthin Craft 
Centre, Denbigshire, UK; Hereford College, Hereford, UK; FeRRUM, Ybbsitz, Austria; Metal Museum, Memphis, TN, USA

FORGE, curated by Delyth Done, HE Curriculum Leader for Artist Blacksmiths & MA Contemporary Crafts, Hereford College.
		
		An invitational exhibition which included leaders in the field in countries all 				over the world, including artist/blacksmiths: Egor Bavykin (Russia), 					Claudio Battero (Italy), Ambrose Burne (Wales), Francisco Guzitua (chile), 			Nils Hint (Estonia), Christian Vaughan Jones (Wales), Takayoshi Komine 				(Japan), Daniel Neville (USA – SIUC Alumnus), Patrick Quinn (USA – 				SIUC Alumnus), Professor Richard Smith (USA – SIUC Alumnus), Fred 				Truus 	(Estonia – SIUC Alumnus), Stephen Yusko (USA – SIUC Alumnus), 			and Professor Heiner Zimmermann (Germany).

2017    		Invitational International Group Exhibition traveling from the Ruthin Craft 
Centre, Denbigshire, UK; Hereford College, Hereford, UK; FeRRUM, Ybbsitz, Austria

FORGE, curated by Delyth Done, HE Curriculum Leader for Artist Blacksmiths & MA Contemporary Crafts, Hereford College.
		
		An invitational exhibition which included leaders in the field in countries all 				over the world, including artist/blacksmiths: Egor Bavykin (Russia), Claudio 			Battero (Italy), Ambrose Burne (Wales), Francisco Guzitua (chile), Nils Hint 			(Estonia), Christian Vaughan Jones (Wales), Takayoshi Komine (Japan), 				Daniel Neville (USA – SIUC Alumnus), Patrick Quinn (USA – SIUC 					Alumnus), Professor Richard Smith (USA – SIUC Alumnus), Fred Truus 				(Estonia – SIUC Alumnus), Stephen Yusko (USA – SIUC Alumnus), and 				Professor Heiner Zimmermann (Germany).

2017   	Artist in Residence Exhibition, Steneby School of Art, University Gothenburg, 
  	Steneby Sweden.

2015  	Brooks and Dales: Selected Metalsmithing Alumni from Cranbrook Academy of Art and Southern Illinois University: Spruce Pine, NC
		
	This group exhibition of blacksmithing works was a part of the annual Fire on the Mountain Blacksmithing festival that is hosted by the town of Spruce Pine, the Toe River Arts Council and Penland School of Crafts in the historic district of Spruce Pine, NC. 

2012	Artist-in residence exhibition: Konsthall, University Gothenburg, Steneby School of Craft and Design
	
I spent one month as artist-in-residence at Steneby, a school we started an exchange with in 2011. The work I made while at Steneby was exhibited along with Heiner Zimmermann’s, noted blacksmith and instructor at Steneby, in an ongoing exhibition in Steneby Konsthall.
		
2012	Artist-in residence exhibition: Samlingssalen, University Gothenburg, Steneby School of Craft and Design
		
	Following the exhibition with Heiner Zimmermann, the work I made while at Steneby was on display for approximately one month.

2012	Reunion on the Great Plains 2012 Member Exhibition: exhibition at the Artist Blacksmith Association of North American (ABANA) annual conference, Rapid City, South Dakota.

1 piece was exhibited for the duration of the conference in an invitational ABANA members’ exhibition. 

2012	Iron: Twenty Ten: National Ornamental Metal Museum, Memphis, TN

As stated in the Iron: Twenty Ten prospectus, “With an eye toward the future of a vital art form, Iron: Twenty Ten will offer a survey of the finest contemporary blacksmithing in the United States. Making use of both traditional and innovative approaches, the selected work demonstrates the tremendous breadth of ideas and depth of talent found in American blacksmithing today. Work was selected by a jury of prominent blacksmiths and scholars, including Anna Fariello, Tom Joyce, Richard Quinnell and James Wallace.”

Two pieces were accepted for the show. The exhibition featured work of many of my contemporaries, including Elizabeth Brim, Brent Kington and John Medwedeff. This travelling exhibition will go to several university museums and other venues across the country over 2010-2012.

2011	Stable Space: University Museum, SIUC, Carbondale, IL

Solo exhibition of a new body of work exploring repoussé in a larger format as triptych pieces that are between three to five feet tall.

2011	Cast, Cut, Forged & Crushed: Selections in metal from the John and Robyn Horn Collection, Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, AR
	
Exhibition of select pieces from the Horn’s private collection.

2011	Faculty Exhibition: Southern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale
		
One month exhibition where one piece was shown.

2011	Penland Instructor’s Exhibit, Penland Gallery, Penland School of Crafts, Penland, NC
		
Invitational group exhibition of work by Penland instructors.

2011	Iron: Twenty Ten: National Ornamental Metal Museum, Memphis, TN

As stated in the Iron: Twenty Ten prospectus, “With an eye toward the future of a vital art form, Iron: Twenty Ten will offer a survey of the finest contemporary blacksmithing in the United States. Making use of both traditional and innovative approaches, the selected work demonstrates the tremendous breadth of ideas and depth of talent found in American blacksmithing today. Work was selected by a jury of prominent blacksmiths and scholars, including Anna Fariello, Tom Joyce, Richard Quinnell and James Wallace.”

Two pieces were accepted for the show. The exhibition featured work of many of my contemporaries, including Elizabeth Brim, Brent Kington and John Medwedeff. This travelling exhibition will go to several university museums and other venues across the country over 2010-2011.


2010	Faculty Exhibition: Southern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale
		
		One month exhibition where one piece was shown.

2010	5th Annual Intercollegiate Metals Exhibition: Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.

Invitational group exhibition of work by professors and students. Curated 	by Becky McDonah.

2010	   Iron: Twenty Ten: National Ornamental Metal Museum, Memphis, TN
	
As stated in the Iron: Twenty Ten prospectus, “With an eye toward the future of a vital art form, Iron: Twenty Ten will offer a survey of the finest contemporary blacksmithing in the United States. Making use of both traditional and innovative approaches, the selected work demonstrates the tremendous breadth of ideas and depth of talent found in American blacksmithing today. Work was selected by a jury of prominent blacksmiths and scholars, including Anna Fariello, Tom Joyce, Richard Quinnell and James Wallace.”

Two pieces were accepted for the show. The exhibition featured work of many of my contemporaries, including Elizabeth Brim, Brent Kington and John Medwedeff. This traveling exhibition will go to several university museums and other venues across the country over 2010-2011.

2009	Form Fabricate and Forge juried exhibition: Southern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale. Two week exhibition.
  
A regional exhibition curated by Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society (SIMS.) The selected participants were juried by Elliot Pujol, Professor of Metalsmithing, Kansas State University and Daniel Miller, blacksmith/artist, both were visiting artists for the annual SIMS conference. One piece was submitted. September 2009.

			 Awarded best in show.

2009	Faculty Exhibition: Southern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale
		
		One month exhibition where one piece was shown.
	
2009	   Blacksmith’s Art: the Legacy of SIU Carbondale: Quincy Art Center, Quincy, IL

			Curated by the Director of Quincy Art Center, Julie Nelson. One piece was 				shown. Pieces were selected by John Medwedef, SIUC graduate in 					blacksmithing and noted artist, and the director of the craft center. Graduates 				of the SIUC program and instructors such as myself and Brent Kington had 				work in this exhibition.

2009	   Iron: Twenty Ten: National Ornamental Metal Museum, Memphis, TN
	
As stated in the Iron: Twenty Ten prospectus, “With an eye toward the future of a vital art form, Iron: Twenty Ten will offer a survey of the finest contemporary blacksmithing in the United States. Making use of both traditional and innovative approaches, the selected work demonstrates the tremendous breadth of ideas and depth of talent found in American blacksmithing today. Work was selected by a jury of prominent blacksmiths and scholars, including Anna Fariello, Tom Joyce, Richard Quinnell and James Wallace.”

Two pieces were accepted for the show. The exhibition featured work of many of my contemporaries, including Elizabeth Brim, Brent Kington and John Medwedeff. This two year travelling exhibition will go to university museums and other venues across the country.

2008	Selected Works from the Permanent Collection: National Ornamental Metal 
       	Museum (Memphis)

	  	One piece that is in the permanent collection of the museum was on display for a 	 	 period of one year. Pieces were selected by Carissa Hunsong, museum director.
	
2008	Pillar of Friendship: Liverpool Biennial Festival of Contemporary Art

			The piece, Pillar of Friendship, was a collective project where each master 				smith, of whom I was the American representative, designed a panel to 					be placed in the final piece. The piece is now on loan to Liverpool, England. 				After that time it will be returned to Coalbrookdale in Shropshire, England, the 				historical center of blacksmithing in the UK, where it will be permanently 					installed. 

			Blacksmiths participating in the conference worked together in teams 					instructed by the master smiths to forge and fabricate the final panel that 					would be added to the collective piece. All of the teams contributed one panel 				to the final piece.

2008	Faculty Exhibition: Southern Illinois University Museum, Carbondale

		One month exhibition where one piece was shown.

2007   New Works: Blue Herron Gallery, Deer Isle, ME

	One piece in a group exhibition. Pieces were on display for one month. 				Invitational exhibition at gallery near Haystack Mountain School of Craft. 				Pieces were selected by the gallery director and the director of the craft school, 			Stuart Kestenbaum.

Blue Herron Gallery Deer Isle: “The Blue Heron Gallery offers contemporary craft of the highest quality. Representing craftspeople from Maine and all over the world since 1987, we show splendid examples of contemporary pottery, blown glass, wood furniture and accessories, fiber, forged iron, jewelry, paper, and mixed media.
Work of more than 100 artists, selected by Gallery owner Sue Wilmot, is on exhibit all summer. Although the Blue Heron is known for its fine collection of functional ceramics, the gallery also features the work of Haystack Mountain School of Crafts and Penland School of Crafts faculty. Selected artists from the juried craft shows of the Smithsonian Institution and the Philadelphia Museum of Art are represented as well.”

2007  	Iron Works: Joni Beth Bailey Law Firm, Murphysboro, IL

Invitational exhibition of local artists, curated by John Medwedeff, SIUC graduate     
  	and noted blacksmith. One piece was shown for a period of one month.

2007	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois


2006		Material & Space: National Ornamental Metal Museum, Memphis, TN 

Invitational, traveling exhibition curated by Sarah Perkins, Professor of Metalsmithing at Missouri State University. The exhibition traveled to: MSU Art & Design Gallery (Springfield, MO), National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis), The Ohio Craft Museum, (Columbus), and The Kentucky School Craft (Hindmand, KY.) The purpose of this show was to demonstrate the breadth of work in the metalworking field; including works in steel, pewter, copper, gold and silver. I was one of three artists working in steel out of a total of 16 that were exhibiting. I had 3 pieces in the show, all were vessel forms, one piece was featured in the catalog for the show. Some venues for this exhibition were of special prominence, i.e. National Ornamental Metal Museum is internationally recognized institution specializing in works done only in metal. One year traveling exhibition.

2006	Bloom: Forged with Fire & Force: Brookfield Craft Center, Brookfield, CT
	
	Invitation only exhibition curated by Susan Madacsi (blacksmith and metalsmith). 23 artists featured. Brookfield Craft Center is a nationally recognized craft school located in Brookfield, CT. One piece on exhibition June through August 2006.

2006	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

	One piece in a one month exhibition.

2005	Forging Ahead: Contemporary American Blacksmiths: Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft, Louisville, KY

		“Forging Ahead is an invitational blacksmithing exhibition which is highlights the art of contemporary blacksmithining America. With approximately 50 smiths exhibiting, this will be among the largest contemporary ironwork exhibitions ever assembled.” Two pieces were exhibited for one month.

2005	Metal/Concrete/Glass/Diamonds: Hodges Taylor Gallery, Charlotte North Carolina

	Exhibition was curated by Dot Hodges, owner of the gallery. Three pieces were in the exhibition. Charlotte’s oldest gallery, Hodges Taylor has been in business since 1981.They are known for supporting art and artists of the Southeast, including painters, printmakers, photographers and sculptors.

2005	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois


2005	Penland Resident Exhibition: Folk Art Center, Ashville, North Carolina

	One piece was in this exhibition. Work was selected from among pieces submitted by past and present resident artists.

	Folk Art Center is operated by the Southern Highland Craft Guild. The craft guild is an organization that has partnered with the National Park Service for over fifty years. Representing over 1000 craftspeople in 293 counties of 9 southeastern states, they operate five retail craft shops and two annual craft expositions which represents the Guild members' work. They have had a bi-annual exposition of craft since 1948.


2005	Working Drawings II: Auburn University Auburn, Alabama

		Curated by Eric Cuper, a graduate of the metals program at SIUC.

2004	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

2004 	Iron: A New Vocabulary: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Traveling Exhibition

	Curated by Penland School of Crafts, the largest and oldest crafts school in the country located in Penland, NC. One piece was exhibited.

2004	Forging Bonds: Kentucky Blacksmiths and Their Mentors: Lexington Arts & Cultural Council, Lexington, Kentucky

	Asked to participate by Erica Strecker who is a graduate of the program at SIUC. My two pieces were exhibited as pieces from her mentor.

2004	Instructor Exhibition: Penland School of Crafts: Penland, North Carolina

	Curated by Penland School of Crafts, the largest and oldest crafts school in the country located in Penland, NC. I was invited as an instructor for that session. Two pieces were wexibited. 

2003	Celebrating Contemporary Craft: Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

		Show of the permanent collection of the Arkansas Arts Center. Curated by Alan DuBois. One piece was exhibited for one month.

The Arkansas Arts Center Collection includes contemporary craft artwork in media including ceramics, turned wood objects, studio glass, metalwork and jewelry. Dale Chihuly, Albert Paley, Peter Voulkos and Dorothy Gill Barnes’ work are  included in their permanent craft collection; along with fine art by Cézanne, Van Gogh, Jackson Pollock, Rembrandt, Rubens and Georgia O’Keeffe.

2002	Faculty Exhibition: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

2002	    Exquisite Scrap: The Gallery at Craft Alliance, Saint Louis, Missouri.

This show was curated by Elizabeth Brim, one of the most noted female smiths in the field and also a graduate of the program at SIUC. The Craft Alliance was established in 1964 and specializes in contemporary craft. Through their gallery spaces, the first of which opened in 1969, and their education programs they also are dedicated to inspiring a national community of artists, collector, students and the public about the importance of craft. One piece was on display.

2002	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

2002	Haystack Combined Faculty Exhibition: Blue Heron Gallery, Deer Isle, Maine.

2002	Works on Paper: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

   2002	Metals From Around the Midwest: Western Illinois University (Traveling Exhibition)

2001	Summer Works: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina

2001	Diversity and Exploration: New Forms in Wood: R. Duane Reed Gallery, Saint Louis, Missouri

2001	Contemporary Ironwork: Brookfield Craft Center, Brookfield, Connecticut

2001	The Science of Craft: The Gallery at Craft Alliance, Saint Louis, Missouri

2001	Earth, Fire and Water: Contemporary Forged Metal, Exhibits USA (Traveling Exhibition)

2000	Contemporary Metalsmiths: Lisa Norton, Chris Ramsey, Claire Sanford and Rich Smith: Arkansas Arts Center, Decorative Arts Museum, Little Rock, Arkansas

2000	2nd National Juried Show: Studio 4 West, Piermont, New York

      2000	   New Works: Gallery 100, Cape Girardeau, Missouri
	
	2000	   Living With Form: The Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, Arkansas

   2000	Annual Combined Faculty Show: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

2000	Earth, Fire and Water: Contemporary Forged Metal, Exhibits USA (Traveling Exhibition)

1999	Group Show: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina

1999	Sculptural Iron: Steinberg Gallery at Washington University, Saint Louis, Missouri
	
1999 New Faculty Exhibition: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at 
		   Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

1999 Earth, Fire and Water: Contemporary Forged Metal, Exhibits USA (Traveling
	   Exhibition)

1999 Faculty Exhibition: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at
	   Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

1998	Earth, Fire and Water: Contemporary Forged Metal, Exhibits USA (Traveling Exhibition)

1998	V + V: The Gallery at Craft Alliance, Saint Louis, Missouri

1998	Contemporary Metals USA: Center for the Visual Arts, Metropolitan State College of Denver, Denver, Colorado

1998	Raised Metal Sculpture: William Traver Gallery, Seattle, Washington

1997	2nd Annual Best in America: The Stones Gallery, San Francisco, California

1997	Carbondale Metals Conference and Exhibition: University Museum Gallery, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois

1997	Metals/Ceramics Invitational: Southwest Missouri State University Art and Design Gallery, Southwest Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri

1997	Metal: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina: Guest Curator

1997	Hundred Mile Radius: A Focal Point in the American Craft Movement: Blue Spiral Gallery, Asheville, North Carolina

   1996	Iron and Gold: Pelissier Gallery, Greenwich, Connecticut

1996	Philadelphia Craft Show: Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1996	Artists of Penland Exhibit: Kennesaw State College, Marietta, Georgia

1996	Steel, Wood and Time: A Concise Dialogue: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina

1995	Penland Iron Symposium: Penland Gallery, Penland, North Carolina

1995      Philadelphia Craft Show: Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia,
   Pennsylvania

1995      Magnum Opus VII: The Bell Gallery, Santa Fe, New Mexico

1994	   Forged Iron Invitational: Okun Gallery, Santa Fe, New Mexico

1994      Philadelphia Craft Show: Pennsylvania Convention Center, Philadelphia,  
   Pennsylvania

1994	   One Man Show: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina

1994	   Contemporary Metalsmithing: Behind and Beyond the Bench: The Gallery at Craft 
	   Alliance, Saint Louis, Missouri

1994	   Smithsonian Craft Show: Andrew C. Melton Auditorium, Washington DC

1994      Eight From Penland: Folk Art Center, Blue Ridge Parkway, Asheville, North Carolina

1994      Blacksmithing Craft Continuum: National Ornamental Metals Museum, Memphis,
               Tennessee

1994	    Magnum Opus VI: The Bell Gallery, Memphis, Tennessee

1993	    Surface, Connection, Containments: Gainesville College, Gainesville, Georgia

1993	    North Carolina Crafts Exhibition: National Arts Club, New York, New York

1993       Philadelphia Craft Show: Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	(Awarded Best of Show, Third Place)

1993       Penland Resident Artist Show: Hodges Taylor Gallery, Charlotte, North Carolina

1993	    Smithsonian Craft Show: Andrew C. Mellon Auditorium, Washington DC

1993       Vessels: A National Invitational Metalsmithing Exhibition, Lane Community
                 College, Eugene, Oregon

	1993	    Baltimore Craft Show: Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Maryland

	1992	    The Return of the Cadavre Exquis: The Drawing Center, New York, 
 		     New York

1992	Art in Metal: Exploring Sculpture and Vessel Form: The Bell Gallery, Memphis,
	Tennessee

1992	Patterns and Layers: Clay, Fibers and Metals: Schick Art Gallery, Skidmore College,
 	Saratoga Springs, New York

1992	Southern Illinois University at Carbondale: A Metals Retrospective: Sloss Furnaces Historic Landmark, Birmingham, Alabama

1992       	ABANA International Biennial Conference: California Polytechnic State University,
              	San Luis Obispo, California	

1992		Baltimore Craft Show: Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, Maryland

1991	   Pushing the Photo: Up Front Gallery, Bloomington, Illinois. Juried Show

   1991	   Thesis Exhibition: Masters of Fine Arts, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 
                    Carbondale, Illinois

1989	   United States Metal, national Juried Traveling Exhibition: San Francisco State    
                 University, San Francisco, California	


I.   Other: Lectures, Workshops, Guest Speaker

2025	Grave Markers - Forging Future Remembrance
Steneby School, University of Gothenburg
	Steneby, Sweden

	Invited demonstrator for this international conference.

2024	Seattle Metals Guild
	Seattle, Washington

  Gave a lecture on the history of mokume gane research at SIUC.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1V40_UzbkI&t=0s


2023	Steneby School, University of Gothenburg
	Steneby, Sweden
	
	Invited along with SIU alumnus Adam Hawk, who also now heads the metals program at Peck School of Art, University of Milwaukee. We presented on fusion metal and creating patterned material using 3D printing.

2023	Warren Wilson College
	Swannanoa, North Carolina

	Was a guest speaker and conducted a workshop for students at the college.

2023	Fire on the Mountain, Penland School of Craft and Spruce Pine Main Street
	Spruce Pine, North Carolina.

I was the featured master metalsmith at this annual event sponsored by Spruce Pine Main Street and Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in America. At the event I did a workshop, demonstration, and presented my work and about the program at SIUC.

2022	WinterFest, Artist Blacksmith Association of Arizona

	I was one of four demonstrator/presenters for the conference. This was to originally take place in 2021, but was delayed by Covid.

2017	Professor Exchange & Visiting Artist
	
While I was away in the UK and Europe representing SIUC through funding from the Endowed Chair for Blacksmithing, the students in our program had the benefit of two highly respected leaders: Tobias Bergersson, senior lecturer (Associate Professor) in Metal Art, and Philip Baldwin, an alumnus of SIUC and a highly respected artist/blacksmith known for his extensive knowledge of both Mokume Gane and Damascus Steel techniques. The students enjoyed the projects that were assigned found learning about each artist’s areas of specialization illuminating.


2016 	ABANA Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, Critique Talk.

	Delyth Done, Heiner Zimmermann, and I lead a group critique in a review of selected pieces in the gallery show at the conference.

2016	ABANA Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, Project Demonstration.
	
	Heiner Zimmermann, Dan Randall (MFA SIUC), Andrew Meers (MFA SIUC) and I worked with a group of participants to forge and fabricated a finished pieces for donation to the ABANA Benefit Auction.

2016	Tokyo University of the Arts, Tokyo Japan, forging demonstration of laminated materials and lecture.

	This opportunity was very unique in that Tokyo University almost never invites visiting artists to demonstrate. Through the generous contact of Hiroko Yamata, Mr. Maruyama, the head of the metals program at the university, invited me to present my personal work and about the program at SIUC. I did a forging demonstration in conjunction with this talk.

2016	Kobe Design University, Kobe, Japan, lecture.

	Hiroki Iwata, the head of the metals program at the university, also invited me to present my personal work and give a lecture about the program at SIUC.

2015	Visiting Artist to Tokyo University of the Arts, Japan

	Invited to speak with their students about our crafts program; participated in critique of student work; toured the facilities; discussed a potential exchange program between our two institutions that is ongoing.

2015	Master Metalsmith, Forging in July, Artist Blacksmith Association of New South Wales (ABANSW), Australia.

	The ABANSW is the equivalent of the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America or the British Artist Blacksmith Association of Britain in prominence. They invited me to do a weeklong workshop on repoussé in sheet steel. 

2013	Demonstrator, Fire on the Mountain: Western States Blacksmith Conference, Government Camp, Mt. Hood, OR.

	The conference is hosted by the Northwest Blacksmithing Association, one of the most progressive blacksmithing associations in the country. At this conference we also discussed the forming of a national organization to replace the failing Artists Blacksmith Association of North America.

2013	“Pushing the Plane” workshop: Haystack Mountain School of Craft, Deer Isle, ME.
	
	Haystack is one of the most respected craft schools in America. I have taught there multiple times over the years and have also served on their board of directors until 2007. This workshop taught participants how to translate common structures, such as a bridge or stack of materials or the zigzag of a wall or stairway, into 2 dimensional forms using a technique called repoussé, as well as pattern and patina as a means of expression in steel.

2012	Artist-in-Residence, University of Gothenburg, Steneby School of Craft and Design, Steneby, Sweden

	In late 2011, partnering with Heiner Zimmermann with the University of Gothenburg, Steneby School of Craft and Design, I worked with administrators at SIU to create an exchange between our blacksmithing programs. As part of our agreement, I spent one month at their school as an artist-in-residence, as well as visiting the Estonia Academy of Arts in Tallinn, Estonia. While there I hosted a workshop, participated in critiques and gave a lecture. There was also an exhibition of the work I created while there. This exposure not only promoted our exchange program, but I also talked quite a lot about our undergraduate and graduate programs. I am hopeful that this will result in bringing students to SIU.


2012	Artist-in-Residence, Estonia Academy of Arts, Tallinn, Estonia

Related to my trip to Steneby, I also visited the Estonia Academy of Arts. While in Estonia I met with students, gave a demonstration and lecture, and participated in student critiques. Ironically, before I left on that trip we accepted our first Fulbright Scholar into the blacksmithing graduate program who was coming from the school I was to visit in Tallinn, Estonia, which is a very small country in the Baltic region of Northern Europe. 

2011	“Wood and Steel” workshop: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, NC.

2008	“The Steel Container: A study in Form & Decoration” Haystack School of Crafts,   Deer Isle, ME.

2007       “Damascus Steel” workshop: Hemo Metal Craft Academy, Seoul, Korea.

2007       “Damascus Steel” lecture: Seoul National University, Seoul, Korea.

2007       “Damascus Steel” lecture: Sang-Myung Women’s University, Seoul, Korea.

2007	  “Damascus Steel” lecture: Seoul National University of Technology, Seoul, 	  	    Korea.

Invited by Hemo Metal Craft Academy to give a lecture, demonstration and slide show of my work to the students and guests at the workshop. They also arranged for lectures at several other universities in the region.

2005	   Blacksmithing and Damascus: Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, IL.

2004	Tool Making: New England School of Metalwork, Auburn, Maine.

2004	Iron & Glass: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina.

2004	The Center for Creative Studies, Detroit, Michigan. Visiting Artist & Demonstrator.

2003 Murray State University, Murray, Kentucky. Visiting Artist and Juror.

2002 The Steel Container: Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, Maine. Instructor

2001 Laminated Steel: Wild Acres, Little Switzerland, North Carolina. Instructor.

2001 Ironwood: Conference for blacksmiths and woodworkers to collaborate and exchange ideas and techniques, Roland, Arkansas. Co-organized with Robyn Horn.

2000  Contemporary Metalsmiths: Decorative Arts Museum at the Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, Arkansas. Guest Speaker at walk-through and benefit dinner.

2000	   University of Central Arkansas, Conway, Arkansas. Forge welding workshop and 	  	 	   lecture.

2000 Sheet Forming and Surface Treatments: Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, Maine. Instructor.

   2000	   The Steel Container: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Instructor.

   2000      New Works: Gallery 100, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Demonstrator.

1999 Kansas State University at Manhattan, Manhattan, Kansas. Visiting Artist/Demonstrator.

1999	   Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Visiting Artist/Demonstrator.

1999 Containers and Box Forms: Peters Valley Craft Center, Layton, New Jersey. Instructor.

1997	   Metal: Gallery WDO, Charlotte, North Carolina. Guest Curator.

1997      Oktoberfest: California Blacksmith Association, Cazadero, California. Demonstrator.

1997	Carbondale Metals Conference: Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois. Demonstrator.

1997	Blacksmithing: Southwest Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri. Instructor.

1997	How to Build a Gas Forge: Arcosanti, Mayer, Arizona. Instructor.

1997	Blacksmithing: Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia. Instructor.

1996	Blacksmiths International Needle Conference, Blinc 96: Carlisle College of Design, Scotland, UK. Demonstrator.

1996 	The Forged Tool: Peters Valley Craft Center, Layton, New Jersey. Instructor.

1996	Forged Iron Foundry: Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, Maine. Instructor.

1996 	Surface Welding: Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville: Edwardsville, Illinois. Instructor.

1996	Forging on the River III: National Ornamental Metals Museum, Memphis, Tennessee. Instructor.

1995	Forge Welding: Appalachian Center for the Crafts, Smithville, Tennessee. Instructor.

1995 	Surface and Form: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Instructor.

1994	Blacksmithing: Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, Maine. Instructor.

 	1994	   Forge Welded Materials: Peters Valley Craft Center: Layton, New Jersey. Instructor.

1994	   Damascus Alternatives: 1994 ABANA (Artist Blacksmiths Association of North   
   America), National Conference, Washington University, Saint Louis, Missouri.
Lecturer/Demonstrator.

1993	Forge Welding and Lamination: Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, Maine. Instructor.

1993	Blacksmithing/Whitesmithing: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Instructor.

1992	Forging/Lamination: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Instructor.

1992	Beginning Blacksmithing: Appalachian Center for the Crafts, Smithville, Tennessee. Instructor.

1992	Non-Traditional Forge Welding: 1992 ABANA International Biennial Conference, San Luis Obispo, California. 

1991	Blacksmithing: Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina. Instructor.

1991	Sculpture and Photography: Missoula Art Museum, Missoula, Montana. 

1990	Mokume Gane: West Surrey College of Art and Design, Farnham, Surrey, England.

1990	Mokume Gane Materials Research: City of London Polytechnic, London, England. 

		
· PUBLICATIONS AND CREATIVE WORKS

A. Books in Which My Work Appears:

2022
Birgersson, Tobias. Sharing is Caring. Italgraf Media AB, 2022. Sweden: p.20-23

This book is a compilation of works shown at Sharing is Caring exhibitions over the years of 2020-2022. 

2013
Elgaβ, Peter. Metal Design International 2013. Verlag Hephaistos Publishing House, 2013, Germany: p.173-195
 
I was asked to be in the 2013 edition of this international publication associated with Hephaistos magazine, a blacksmithing trade journal out of Germany – one of the most prominent in the entire world. Since 1999, this yearbook, featuring prominent blacksmiths from around the world, has explored the national and even regional differences in approach to this art form. I was the only American to be included in this edition. An entire chapter is dedicated to covering my body of work and the 45 photographs that were included represent almost an anthology of my art. In this chapter it also shows a photograph of the blacksmithing shop at SIU and talks about my role in the metals program. Presented in both German and English, the chapter discusses my work, history and approach to the art form.

2008
Hemachandra, Ray. 500 Tables. Lark Books, 2008: p.353.

Juror Andrew Glasgow is the Executive Director of the American Craft Council and 
 previously held the position of Executive Director of The Furniture Society.

Hawkins, Daniel. Art Metalforging. A & C Black, 2002 UK: p. 22, 25, 140.

Hawkins writes of me and my contribution to blacksmithing, “Some work by important makers Rick Smith of Carbondale, Illinois and Tom Joyce of New 	Mexico is featured earlier. They, like Albert Paley, are worthy of publications in their own right.” Hawkins is Head of Rochester School of Design, part of the Kent Institute of Art and Design in Kent, England. Coming from a line of blacksmiths going back over 250 years, Hawkins completed his PhD on the history of blacksmithing in 1996 and continues to work with his family blacksmithing business doing both design and craftwork.

2007
Editor LeVan, Marthe. 500 Metal Vessels. Lark Books, 2007: p. 69.
Juror Fred Fenster, a distinguished artist and metals educator working in pewter, silversmithing and ceremonial vessels. Winner of Hans Christiaansen Memorial Silversmithing Award in 2002 and James Renwick Alliance Award in 2004, he was also elected as a Fellow of the American Crafts Council in 1995.

2005
Editor Mornu, Nathalie. The Penland Book of Jewelry. Lark Books, 2005: p.154.
Pieces in this section of the book were recommended for the publication by Tom McCarthy, the author of the section. McCarthy is a graduate of SIUC. He has work in permanent collection of The Mint Museum (Charlotte), Florida Craftsman Inc (St Petersburg, FL) and Gulf Coast Museum of Art (Largo, Fl.) He has taught at Penland School of Crafts several times over the year, in addition to teaching at other locations all over the country.

2001
Meilach, Dona Z. Architectural Ironwork. Schiffer Pub Ltd., 2001.

2000
Meilach, Dona Z. The Contemporary Blacksmith. Schiffer Pub Ltd., 2000

1999
Horn, Robyn. Living With Form: The Horn Collection of Contemporary Crafts. Bradley Publishing with Arkansas Arts Center, 1999. 133

B. Articles in Professional Journals That Discuss My Work:

2015
Maguire, Will. “Q & A with Rick Smith” Solid Wrought May 2015, Volume 80: p.14-17.

Solid Wrought is the trade publication for the Artist Blacksmiths of New South Wales in Australia. The article was designed to introduce me and my work to their readership and to promote the Artist Blacksmith Association of New South Wales Forging in July 2015 conference and my masters workshop which was a part of that conference.

2007
“Schaufenster: Rick Smith, Murphysboro, Memphis (USA)” Hephaistos Nov. 12, 2007:p.60.

Coverage of the gate commission for the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis) in Hephaistos, a German blacksmithing journal.

Taylor, Proctor. “BABA 2007: Friendship Through Iron Conference” Artist Blacksmith Autumn 2007, No 122: p.21-29, 35

Feature article in Artist Blacksmith, the British journal for blacksmithing, covering all aspects of the Friendship Through Iron conference (Coalbrookdale, England), where I acted as the master smith - American representative. The coverage included an overview, creation process, the people involved, the teamwork required, the technical processes and photographs of the end result, a piece entitled “Pillar of Friendship.” The piece was a collective project where each master smith designed a panel to be placed in the final piece, a permanent installation at Ironbridge Gorge in England at the site of the birth of the industrial revolution. Blacksmiths participating in the conference worked together in teams instructed by the master smith to forge and fabricate the final panel. The coverage was especially good because it had numerous photographs documenting each step in the process. Artist Blacksmith is the premier journal for blacksmithing in the UK published by the British Artist Blacksmiths Association.

“Von Allen Kontinenten Auf Die Britische Insel” (BABA Conference: Blacksmith Convention at the Birthplace of the Iron Industry) Hephaistos Sept. 2007:p.6-9, translation 2-3.

Feature article in the German blacksmithing journal Hephaistos covering the various aspect of the Friendship Through Iron Conference in Coalbrookdale, England where I was the master smith, American representative.  

“Le Pilier l’Amitié” (The Pillar of Friendship) Fevres: Le magazine de l’artisanat des métaux July 2007, p.8

Feature article regarding the Friendship Through Iron conference (England). I am mentioned there as a delegate.

“The Masters” (BABA conference 2007, Coalbrookdale, England) Artist Blacksmith Summer 2007, No 121: p.30

An article promoting the Friendship Through Iron conference, listing the master smiths for the conference. These smiths included: Abed Abdi (Palestine), Martin Briedenbach (Bavaria), Rick Smith (USA), Jim Horrobin (United Kingdom). Francisco Gazitua (Chile), Uri Hofi (Israel), Heiner Zimmermann (Germany) and Sergiy Polubotko (Ukraine).

2006
Koeppel, F. “Show Trips in Whimsical Desperation” (Memphis) Memphis Playbook July 2006, p. excerpt-page unidentifiable

A review of the show Material and Space at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis), this arts & events publication has a circulation of 171,000 and is an insert in the paper The Commercial Appeal (Memphis), circulation 216,000. 

1998
“Forged Welding Textured Sheets to Make Vessels.” Anvil. Jan. 1998 Issue, p 5

1997
“An Interview with Rick Smith.” Anvil. Dec. 1997 Issue, p 7

untitled. California Blacksmith. Sept./Oct. 1997 Issue, cover, p 5, inside back cover

1995
“Showcase New Works.” Anvil’s Ring. Winter 1995 Issue, p 2

1994
“Portfolio Review” (Feature Article). American Craft. Aug./Sept. 1994 Issue, p 59

“17th Annual Philadelphia Craft Show.” Metalsmith. Spring 1994 Issue, p 46

C. Creative Contributions

D. Chapters in Professional Books

2013
Elgaβ, Peter. Metal Design International 2013. Verlag Hephaistos Publishing House, 2013, Germany: p.173-195
 
I was asked to be in the 2013 edition of this international publication associated with Hephaistos magazine, a blacksmithing trade journal out of Germany – one of the most prominent in the entire world. Since 1999, this yearbook, featuring prominent blacksmiths from around the world, has explored the national and even regional differences in approach to this art form. I was the only American to be included in this edition. An entire chapter is dedicated to covering my body of work and the 45 photographs that were included represent almost an anthology of my art. In this chapter it also shows a photograph of the blacksmithing shop at SIU and talks about my role in the metals program. Presented in both German and English, the chapter discusses my work, history and approach to the art form.

E. Reviews & Publication Consultation

2017
“Programme Document, BA (Hons) Artist Blacksmithing” Hereford College of Arts, University of Wales, Herefordshire, England

Reviewed and provided critical feedback of accreditation documentation for the
college’s “Faculty Internal Scrutiny” Revalidation May 2017, a process similar to our NASAD review and re-accreditation. 

F. Other Publications:

2020
Munich Jewellery Week by the Art Jewelry Forum. Www.artjewelryforum.org/munich-jewellery-week-0

	An overview of the exhibition highlighting the works made and their makers.

2020
Caring is Sharing. But is sharing always caring? Www.TobiasMirgersson.se/caring-is-sharing-2/

The article explored the concept of the exhibition and discussed the work in the exhibition.

2020
Current-Obsession.com. MJW Overview: Sharing is Caring. March 14, 2020.

	The article reviewed the exhibition. Www.current-obsession.com/mjw-overview-2020-
  	sharing-is-caring/

2017 
A Touring Exhibition from Ruthin Centre, Makers Guild in Wales, makersguildinwales.org.uk

	The article noted, “A stunning exhibition of international contemporary forged 	metalwork that celebrates exciting innovations in this discipline and its shift from 	traditional blacksmithing. Fifteen international metal artists whose practice has been 	identified as having a significant impact present their work...”
	
2010
“Art and Design Succeeds In Matching $500,000 Gift.” Southern Alumni December 2010, v 72, No 4, p. 39

	Article noted the considerable accomplishment of raising matching funds for the 
	research and scholarship endowments donated by The Windgate Charitable 	Foundation. I received these endowments from the foundation in 2005. 

2007
“$1 Million Donation Creates L. Brent Kington Chair.” Southern Alumni Association 2007, p. 43

As a part of their Opportunity Through Excellence Campaign for Southern, the endowment I received from the  was featured in their Honor Roll of Donors in their annual report based on the article in 2006.

2006
“Paving a Path.” (Carbondale) Inspire 2006 Annual Report, p.4

Inspire is a publication by the Southern Illinois University Foundation. In this feature they discussed my history, work and recent achievement of receiving a $1 million chair in blacksmithing. 

“$1 Million Donation Creates l. Brent Kington Chair.” (Carbondale, IL)
Southern Alumni, 2006, p. 43

Article written about the endowment I received from the  named in Brent Kington’s honor. This is SIUC’s alumni association newsletter.

Dillinger, M. “Forging Its Own Future.” (Washington D.C.) The 
Smithsonian May 2006, p.30

This article was written in support of the National Ornamental Metal Museum’s annual fundraising event Repair Days. The article mentioned me and the metals programs at SIUC. This is a daily publication.

2000
Arkansas Arts Center “Contemporary Metalsmiths offer unusual works.” (Little Rock) Works Sept-Oct 2000, v 6, Issue 2. p. 8-9

Fred Lynch. “The Art of Forge Welding” (Cape Girardeau) Southeast Missourian. 19 April 2000. cover
		
“Photos, Blacksmith Creations at Galleries.” (Cape Girardeau) Southeast Missourian. 6 April 2000. 12B

1999
Arkansas Arts Center in association with Bradley Publishing. Living With Form: The Horn Collection of Contemporary Crafts Little Rock: Bradley, 1999, p. 133

1998
Greenwich Time (advertising supplement): 16 Dec. 1998, p. 5

“Pelissier Galleries in Greenwich and Norwalk Offer Unique and Beautiful Designs.” Connecticut. Nov. 1998

Paglia, Michael. “Hammers and Saws.” (Denver) Westword. 19-25 Feb. 1998: cover

Backman, Ryan. “Contemporary Metal Work has Style – Miles and Miles.” (Denver) The Metropolitan. 13 Feb. 1998, p. 9

“Denver’s Economic Boom May Be Reaching Art Galleries.” The Denver Post. 21 Jan. 1998, Section H: p. 5, 8. 

“Contemporary Metals USA at Metropolitan State College of Denver Center for the Visual Arts.” (international publication) Art Now Gallery Guide. Jan. 1998: cover

“Heavy Metal.” (Denver) 5280. Jan. 1998

Chandler, Mary Voelz. “LoDo Galleries Change with Times.” 30 Jan. 1998.

1994
Bigner, Melissa and Dianne Young. “The Creative Force is With Them.” Southern Living. Dec. 1994: 3-9 cl

1993
Alexander, Tom. “Blacksmithing Forges Ahead.” Smithsonian. May 1993: 46


G. Internet:

2025
https://metalartsweden.com/research/grave-marker/documentation.html

2024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1V40_UzbkI&t=0s
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C4Km24LCt8s/?igsh=MTU2ZWlkdDUxYWUzNQ==
https://www.gu.se/en/event/wunderkammer
https://artjewelryforum.org/reviews/munich-insights-six-different-scenographies_auth-anneleen-swillen-natl-belgium_3-26-2024/

2023
https://munichjewelleryweek.com/
https://www.gu.se/en/event/wunderkammer
https://allevents.in/munich/wunderkammer/200026193989554
https://www.ashevilleart.org/
https://www.ashevilleart.org/exhibitions/counter-balance/
https://casentino.it/evento/xxv-biennale-europea-darte-fabbrile-di-stia-3/
https://www.tntech.edu/news/releases/22-23/sculpture-artist-rick-smiths-steel-and-stone-on-exhibit-at-the-craft-center.php
https://www.averyjournal.com/news/community/annual-blacksmith-festival-returns-to-spruce-pine-april-29/article_238d0366-dd55-11ed-b45e-5f519d68c72b.html

2022
http://toeriverarts.org/artists/exhibitions/2023-exhibitions/16th-annual-blacksmith-exhibition/

2020
Current Obsession
Www.current-obsession.com/mjw-overview-2020-sharing-is-caring/

2020
Tobias Birgersson
Www.TobiasBirgersson.se/caring-is-sharing-2/

2020
Art Jewlery Forum
Www.artjewelryforum.org/munich-jewellery-week-0


2017
Ruthin Craft Centre
	       ruthincraftcentre.org.uk/whats-on/gallery-1/

2013
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fXlj0tEsu7w
Park Way West Hall of Fame

2012
www.RickSmithBlacksmith.com
www.borromeoforge.com

2006
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/forging-its-own-future-116125315/

http://www.parkwayalumni.org/halloffame/inductees/2006/2006bios.html

Matt Dellinger. “Forging Its Own Future.” Smithsonian Magazine. May 2006
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/points-may06.html
	
	Bananti, Diana. “Playing with Fire.”  Daily Egyptian. February 9, 2006
	http://newshound.de.siu.edu/fall05/stories/storyReader$1932?print-friendly=true

	2002
	Byko, Maureen. “The Modern Blacksmith:Metalworker, Craftsperson, Historical Re-enactor.” Journal of Metal. October 2002
	http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa5348/is_200210/ai_n21319040/?tag=content;col1

	
H. Television:

2007
“Arts Across Illinois.” Producer Jeff McCarter. WTTW (Chicago) 2007

This program featured interviews and work from both Brent Kington and me. The program also discussed the blacksmithing program at SIUC. It aired regionally/statewide.

2006
Historical Consultant
“Heavy Metal”. Modern Marvels. Producer Noah Morowitz. History Channel. 2006

The History Channel is internationally televised; Modern Marvels is one of their most popular weekly programs. I was invited back as a historical consultant to discuss the historical significance of the innovations in metal that helped build the Brooklyn Bridge.



2003
Historical Consultant, primary figure
“Metal”. Modern Marvels. Producer Matthew Hickey. History Channel. 2003

The History Channel is internationally televised; Modern Marvels is one of their most popular programs. Shooting of the SIU segments were done primarily in the SIU blacksmith shop. I was the principle historical consultant. Professor Richard Mawdsley was also featured on the broadcast, along with some of our graduate students at the time. I was invited to discuss specific metals and their historical significance.


· TEACHING EXPERIENCE
	
A. Teaching Interests and Specialties

Mokume-gane, forge welding, patterned steel, and metalsmithing/blacksmithing in both contemporary and traditional contexts are areas of teaching interest. I especially enjoy applying concepts from architecture and observations in nature to studio work and classroom projects.

B. Teaching and Training Grants:

Service Entry Gate Commission to be designed by me, but forged and fabricated in a classroom setting.

Summer 2006

C. Teaching Awards and Honors

D. Current Graduate Faculty Status:
Graduate Faculty Status: Direct Dissertation, Southern Illinois University Carbondale
Authorized to chair master’s thesis committees in the Metalsmithing program

E. Number of Master’s and Ph.D. committees on which you have served:

53

F. Names of Students who have completed Master’s Thesis under your direction:
(Bold denotes chair of committee)

Alydia Downes
Ben Cornwell
Lisa Gertsen
Anthony Deal
Steve Hughart
		Sadbhb Mowlds
Kevin Dodson
Tom Ward
Shelly Cournoyer
Justin Smith
Euncil Leem
Addison De Lisle
Rebecca Zink
Kacy Ganley
Daniel Neville
Patrick Quinn
Fred Truus
Robin Gordon
Benjamin Dorey
Haley Woodward
Patrick Quinn
Laurie Marshall
Grace Gaynor
Andrew Meers
Sarah Renshaw
Josh Goss
Michael Chmelewski
Jason York
Stephanie Ellis
Molly Alter
Aaron Doerder
Daniel Randall
Ben Cowden
Mitch Martin
Kevin Bloomencamp
Aaron Vigardt
Matt Haugh
Bill Price
Jaime Pelissier
Chris Tinnen
Dan Smith
Dae-Won Yi
Daehyun Ryu
Angela Bubash
Nathan Blank
Dani Crissman
Jennifer Townsend
Eric Cuper
Jeremy Wack
Pamela Wallace
Erika Strecker
Steve Yusko
Cappy Wolf
Richard Stone
Anthony Berry
Andrew Macdonald
Arthur Johns
Melinda Hodge

G. Other:


· UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE

A.  Departmental Committees:

Spring 2008 – Present	Ad Hoc Technology Committee

Spring 2018		Assistant Director, School of Art and Design

Fall 2010 – Present	Building Emergency Response Team

Fall 2004 - 2008		Jewelry/Metalsmithing Search Committee
				Committee Chair

Fall 2004 – Spring 2024	
Registered Student Organization Advisor
				Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society

Fall 2006 – 2007		ORDA Grant Review Committee

Spring 2006 – 2011	Program Head

Fall 2006 – 2024	Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

Fall 2004-2005		Glass Search Committee

Fall 2002-2004		Ad Hoc Undergraduate Studies Committee

Fall 2002-2004		Safety Coordinator

Fall 2003-2008		Senior Exhibition Coordinator

Fall 2001 – 2012		Visiting Artist Program Committee
Fall 1997 – Spring 1998	

Fall 2008 – 2009		Rickert Zeibolt Committee
Fall 1999 – 2003		

Fall 1998 - Present	Graduate Committee

Fall 2006 – 2011		Ad Hoc Bachelor of Fine Arts Review Committee
Fall 1998 – Fall 1999	
		
Fall 1998 – Fall 1999	Art Education Search Committee

Fall 2012 – Present	Art Department Executive Council
				(Head of Studio Areas 2021 - present)
				(Head of Studio Areas 1997-1998)
				
Fall 1997 - Spring 1998	Foundations Committee

Fall 2011 – Present	Promotion & Tenure Committee, SoAD
				(Committee Chair 2015-2018)


B. College and University Committees and Councils:

Fall 2024 – Present	Judicial Review Board, CAM

Fall 2021 – Fall 2024	Promotion & Tenure Committee, CAM
				(Committee Chair 2022-2024)

Fall 2024 – Present	Promotion & Tenure Operating Papers Committee
Fall 2021 – Fall 2023	(Committee Chair 2023)

				


C. Juror Participation

2023	Fire on the Mountain, Annual Blacksmithing Exhibition, Spruce Pine, North Carolina.

2018	Winter Residency Program, Penland School of Crafts, Penland, North Carolina.

2009	Tributaries Series: emerging artist juried exhibition, National Ornamental Metal Museum (NOMM), Memphis. 

2004	SPC Visual Arts Show: Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois.

2003 		Murray State University. Murray, Kentucky.

2000	SPC Visual Arts Show: Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Carbondale, Illinois.

2000	Small Works on Paper: Arkansas Artists Registry/ Arkansas Arts Council and the International Paper Company, Little Rock, Arkansas.

1999	Juried Student Exhibition: Southeast Missouri State, Cape Girardeau, Missouri.


D. Other Service:
	
2025
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)

Hosted 21 students and alumni for Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.) 

2023
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)

Hosted 34 students and alumni for Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.) This year I was the featured demonstrator.

2022
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Rachel David. The conference was successful; approximately 45 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro to raise money for the program.

2022
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
 	
2022
Stone & Steel, Appalachian Center for Crafts (Smithville, Tennessee)
Hosted 8 students for exhibition and reception Stone & Steel, Appalachian center for Crafts, Smithville, TN.

2021
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2020
Jewellery Week (Munich, Germany)
I took graduate students to attend and participate in Jewelry Week: Tom Ward, Kevin Dodson, Sarah McCourt, 

2019
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2018
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2018
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Rachel David. The conference was successful; approximately 45 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro to raise money for the program.

2017
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2017
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Fred Crist. The conference was successful; approximately 75 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro.

2016
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2016
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Fred Crist. The conference was successful; approximately 75 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro.

2014/2015
Sabbatical Replacement for Sun Kyoung Kim
Professor Kim elected to take a full years sabbatical starting in the fall of 2014. I am acting as her sabbatical replacement, teaching Advanced Metals and assuming other related duties.

2015
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Fred Crist. The conference was successful; approximately 75 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro.

2015
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2014
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Fred Crist. The conference was successful; approximately 75 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at The Warehouse at 17th Street in Murphysboro.

2014 
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2013
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to RSO, Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 1 artist this year: Fred Crist. The conference was successful; approximately 75 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at Evergreen Park in Carbondale. 

2013 
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took several students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with
Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2012
Artist Blacksmith of North America Conference (Rapid City, South Dakota)
Took four students to this national blacksmithing conference.

2012
Fire on the Mountain (Spruce Pine, North Carolina)
Took six students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival affiliated with Penland School of Crafts, the oldest and largest craft school in the country.)

2012
Society of North American Goldsmiths Conference (Phoenix, Arizona)
Took five students to this national conference.

2011
Art Over Easy 
Donated a piece to this annual fundraiser for the School of Art and Design.

2011
Sculptural Objects Functional Art Expo (Chicago)
Took several graduate students to this annual exposition. The hotel, conference fee
and travel expenses were paid for by the L. Brent Kington chairmanship in blacksmithing.

2011
Repair Days Volunteer for NOMM 
Repair Days volunteer at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis). For over 20 years I have participated in this fundraising event. It has been my practice during my time at SIUC to also encourage and even provide transportation for my students to attend and help at this fundraiser. 

During Repair Days members of the Memphis community, and elsewhere, bring their metal objects in need of repair to the museum for a donation that is based on the extent and type of the repair. Metalsmiths and blacksmiths from all over the country volunteer their time and equipment to repair the items free of charge, thereby all the proceeds go to benefit the museum. During this event they also celebrate a master smith. 

2011
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to a student organization called the Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 2 artists this year: Joe Muench and Wendell Brussard. The conference was successful; approximately 60 smiths from across the country attended. Again this year we received support from Neighborhood Co-op Grocery in supplying food for this event. Thanks to the donation from alumni and our community of artists we raised $13,000. 

2011
Annual Art & Design Picnic volunteer
Volunteered to help with annual Art & Design picnic.

2011
Penland Scholarship Auction
Donated two pieces to the Penland Scholarship Auction, Penland School of Crafts, Penland, NC.

2011
Fire on the Mountain
Took students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival in Spruce Pine, NC
That is affiliated with Penland School of Crafts.) I took students to the exhibition
and demonstrated at the festival.

2010
Repair Days Volunteer for NOMM 
Repair Days volunteer at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis). For over 20 years I have participated in this fundraising event. It has been my practice during my time at SIUC to also encourage and even provide transportation for my students to attend and help at the fundraiser. 

During Repair Days members of the Memphis community, and elsewhere, bring their metal objects in need of repair to the museum for a donation that is based on the extent and type of the repair. Metalsmiths and blacksmiths from all over the country volunteer their time and equipment to repair the items free of charge, thereby all the proceeds go to benefit the museum. During this event they also celebrate a master smith. 

2010 
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to a student organization called the Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 2 artists this year: Zachary Noble and Don Fogg. The conference was successful; approximately 60 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at Riverside Park in Murphysboro with our partner for the past 5 years, Neighborhood Co-op Grocery, who helped plan the event and provided the buffet.  Thanks to the donation from alumni and our community of artists we raised $14,000. 

2010
Fire on the Mountain
Took students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival in Spruce Pine, NC that
is affiliated with Penland School of Crafts.) I took students to the exhibition and
demonstrated at the festival.

2009
Penland School of Crafts Benefit Auction
I represented SIUC and the National Ornamental Metal Museum at Penland’s Annual
Auction where SIUC’s Brent Kington (professor emeritus), who taught Penland’s first
iron class, was honored as Outstanding Artist Educator. Undergraduate Logan Hirsh and graduate students Mike Chmielewski and Josh Goss accompanied me to this event.

As stated on the Penland School of Crafts website, their “annual benefit auction is a gala weekend in the North Carolina mountains featuring the sale of more than 200 works in books, clay, drawing, glass, iron, metals, painting, printmaking, photography, textiles, wood, and other media. The Penland auction is one of the premier craft collecting events in the Southeast…”

The auction was attended by 478 patrons and artists; 224 volunteers worked the event. They raised $320,932, selling work at an estimated 91% of retail value. All of the money earned benefits the programs and studios at the school.

2009
Fire on the Mountain
Took students to Fire on the Mountain (exhibition and festival in Spruce Pine, NC that
is affiliated with Penland School of Crafts.) I took students to the exhibition and
demonstrated at the festival.

2009
Conversations in Iron: Moderator
I was invited to act as moderator in a panel discussion called Conversations in Iron hosted by the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis.) The panel consisted of three historically significant figures in blacksmithing: Brent Kington (retired SIUC professor who is credited with being instrumental in the revival of blacksmithing in America), James Wallace (founding director of the National Ornamental Metal Museum, the only museum of its kind in the USA) and Richard Quinnell, (founder of the British Artist Blacksmith Association and the Quinnell School of Blacksmithing, both in England. He was also awarded Member of the British Empire by the Queen of England for restoring blacksmithing as a craft in that country.) It was a great honor to be asked to officiate for this historic discussion between my colleagues. 	

2009
Repair Days Volunteer for NOMM 
Repair Days volunteer at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis). For over 20 years I have participated in this fundraising event. It has been my practice during my time at SIUC to also encourage and even provide transportation for my students to attend and help at the fundraiser. 

During Repair Days members of the Memphis community, and elsewhere, bring their metal objects in need of repair to the museum for a donation that is based on the extent and type of the repair. Metalsmiths and blacksmiths from all over the country volunteer their time and equipment to repair the items free of charge, thereby all the proceeds go to benefit the museum. During this event they also celebrate a master smith. This year they honored my colleague Elizabeth Brim, one of the few female master smiths practicing in the craft with a retrospective exhibition.

As a board member, I helped select the master metalsmith for 2010 and 2011 at this Repair Days.

2009
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society
I am the faculty advisor to a student organization called the Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society. Our annual conference hosted 2 artists this year: Daniel Miller and Elliot Pujol. The conference was successful; approximately 70 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at Turley Park with our partner for the past 4 years Neighborhood Co-op Grocery who helped plan the event and provided the buffet.  Thanks to the donation from alumni and our community of artists we raised $16,000. Attendance was exceptional with a number of new faces and over 250 people at the auction.

2009
James Renwick Alliance Benefit Auction: Donor
I was asked to donate a piece to the James Renwick Alliance Benefit Auction. To be asked to donate work for this benefit is an honor as the Renwick Alliance is the premier gallery/museum for craft in the nation.The auction and gala was held at the Smithsonian American Art Museum’s Kugod Courtyard, Washington D.C. As stated in their letter the proceeds fund “outreach programs and acquisitions at the Renwick Gallery as well as education and scholarly research in the field of American Craft.”

2009
Center for Craft, Creativity and Design: Think Tank Participant
Asked as a “think tank” participant by the Center for Craft, Creativity and Design along with approximately twenty-five others, including such leaders in the craft world as Tom Joyce (internationally recognized artist/blacksmith and winner of MacArthur Foundation “Genius” Award), Jane Sauer (owner of Jane Sauer Gallery in Santa Fe, NM), John Brown III (Director of the ), Love Jonsson (design critic) and Ezra Shales (Assistant Professor of Ceramics for New York State College at Alfred State University.)

2008 
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society Conference and Auction
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society, Annual Conference (student organization). I am the faculty advisor to this group. The conference hosted 2 visiting artists: Reise Neeme and Michael Bondi, both architectural desigers who work in metal from the west coast. The conference was successful; approximately 70 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at Turley Park, where we partnered again with Neighborhood Co-op Grocery to host an event that was both educational for the community and a fundraiser for the program. The grocery is a community owned store in Carbondale that is known for supporting the arts and community events. They were an active part of the planning and organization of the event and also helped in promoting the auction. Through all of these means we raised $22,000. Over 200 people attended the auction.

Repair Days Volunteer
Repair Days volunteer at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis). For over 20 years I have participated in this fundraising event. Members of the Memphis community, and elsewhere, bring their metal objects in need of repair to the museum for a donation that is based on the extent and type of the repair. Metalsmiths and blacksmiths from all over the country volunteer their time and equipment to repair the items free of charge, thereby all the proceeds go to benefit the museum.

2007
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society Conference and Auction
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society, Annual Conference (student organization). I am the faculty advisor to this group. 2007 was a special year for this organization, as the conference was held the same weekend as the L. Brent Kington Retrospective exhibit opening at the Illinois State Museum (Whittington, IL.) To punctuate the occasion we invited 8 master smiths (alumni) to demonstrate, as well as a family of coppersmiths from Mexico. The conference was successful; 100 smiths from across the country attended. On the Saturday night of the conference we held our annual benefit auction at Turley Park, where we partnered with Neighborhood Co-op Grocery to host an event that was both educational for the community and a fundraiser for the program. Through all of these means we raised $26,000. $1000 of which was given to the students of the metals house who had been burglarized only a week before the conference. Over 200 people attended the auction.

 Repair Days volunteer at the National Ornamental Metal Museum (Memphis). 

2006
ABANA Recruitment Booth for Program
Artist Blacksmith Association of North America conference (Seattle). Set-up recruitment booth at conference for blacksmithing and metalsmithing program at SIUC.

Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society Conference and Auction
Southern Illinois Metalsmith Society Annual Conference (student organization). I am the faculty advisor to this group. In 2006 we brought Ira Shirman as a visiting artist and rose over $20,000 at the annual auction. ($6000 of which was designated for the Windgate matching funds.) These funds help offset fees for students and give us necessary funding to run the blacksmith shop.

Donation
Donation of approximately $2000 in tool steel to department by Ford Tool Steel. This in-kind money also was designated as Windgate matching.

2004
Arts Education Festival
Gave art studio tours for Arts Education Festival 2004

Faculty Advisor to Southern Illinois Metalsmiths’ Society (SIMS), student organization. 1997 - Present.

1999 Donation of approximately $900.00 in tool steel to department by Ford Tool Steel.

CoLA Fair 1999, College of Liberal Arts blacksmithing and Metalsmithing booth.


· PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

A. Membership in Professional Associations:

Artist Blacksmith Association of North America (ABANA)
Society of North American Goldsmiths (SNAG)
Blacksmiths Association of Missouri (BAM)
Illinois Valley Blacksmiths Association (IVBA)
American Crafts Council (ACC)
British Artist Blacksmith Association (BABA)

B. Offices Held and Honors Awarded in Professional Association:

		Metal Museum (Memphis, TN)
		(formerly known as National Ornamental Metal Museum)
		    Board of Directors
		      2006 – 2018
	  	    Executive Council
	 	     2007-2018
	
Board seats are appointed based on service to the community, reputation as an artist and the significance of the position you hold professionally. NOMM is an internationally recognized museum that specializes in works done in metal. 
	      
	Haystack Mountain School of Crafts
	    	  Nationally recognized craft school in Deer Isle, ME
	   	   Board of Directors
		     2002-2007
	   	   Executive Council
	    2003-2006

Board seats are appointed based on service, artistic reputation, fund raising ability and the significance of your professional position. Haystack is a nationally known, widely respected craft school that is considered to be in the top tier of craft schools in the country. I served on the board for three years; however because of my other obligations and extensive work related travel I stepped down from the board in 2007. I served my final year on the executive council.
	
C. Consulting:

The World Gallery – Internet gallery at www.theworldgallery.com: Nashville, Tennessee
(1997-2000)
	
D. Evaluation of Manuscripts for Journals and Book Publishers and of Grant Proposal
      Agencies:

E. Papers and Presentation at Professional Meetings:

F. Other


IX.	COLLECTIONS AND COMMISSIONS
	
A. Public Collections/Commissions:

2025
Metal Museum (Memphis, TN)

2024
Metal Museum (Memphis, TN)

2022
Asheville Arts Museum (Asheville, NC)

2015
Museum of Fine Arts (Houston, TX)

2012
Racine Art Museum (Racine, Wisconsin)

2011
Asheville Art Museum (Asheville, North Carolina)
A piece from the Horn Collection was acquired by the museum

2006
National Ornamental Metals Museum (Memphis,TN)
Gate commission

Service Entry Gate Commission for National Ornamental Metals Museum (NOMM) in Memphis, Tennessee: Was designed by me, but forged and fabricated in a classroom setting over a summer session. I was asked to create this gate by the director of the museum.. In the class the students learned about costing a job, design specifications, working within a budget and about large scale installations. NOMM is a national museum that specializes in artworks and jewelry done in metal and is the only museum of its kind in the United States

2003
The Mint Museum of Craft + Design (Charlotte, NC)

The Mint Museum of Craft + Design is one of the foremost craft museums in the country. Included in their collection are works by Alev Ebuzziya Siesbye, Dante Marioni and Mark Levin.

2002
Minneapolis Institute of Art (Minnesota)

Established in 1883 Minneapolis Institute of Art has over 80,000 objects in its collection and it one of Minnesota’s oldest and well respected art museums.

2001
National Ornamental Metals Museum (Memphis)

2000
Arkansas Arts Center, Decorative Arts Museum (Little Rock)

1994
Penland School of Crafts, Penland NC 


	B. Private Collections That Have Been Exhibited in Public Museums:
	
	2011
	Cast, Cut, Forged & Crushed: Selections in metal from the John and Robyn Horn Collection, Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, AR

Spring 2000
	Living with Form
	Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock
	Collection of John and Robyn Horn
	
	Select pieces of the Horn collection were exhibited. The exhibition was held in conjunction with the release of a book also entitled Living with Form that documented the major pieces in the Horn collection, which includes work by Dale Chihuly, Tom Joyce, Hoss Haley, Anthony Caro and Isamu Noguchi.


	C. Commissioned Work:
	
	John and Kathi Franklin
Neighborhood Co-op Grocery
	Gary Brees	
	    Zack Noble
               Dr. Alan Solomon
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
National Ornamental Metal Museum
	    David Caccamo
	    Betsy Williford
John and Robyn Horn
Jeanne Ryder
Leslie Bloom
Mary Hoolis Howell
Don Walker
Margaret Norwood and Steve McLester
Ed Meader
Jaime Pelissier
Alan Solomon, M.D.
Russ and Pam Rubert
Judith Weisman
Ruth Korbin
Joan Schulz
Buddy Patton
Hope Roper
Greg Mancuso
M. Dunn
Jon Phillipi


X.   GALLERY REPRESENTATION / AFFILIATION

Christa Faut Gallery							2004-2012

Penland Gallery (Penland, North Carolina)			1990-Present

Borroméo Forge: Artisan Metalwork (Carmel, California)		2012-2024

Western Illinois University Gallery (Macomb, Illinois)		2002

Blue Heron Gallery (Deer Isle, Maine)					2002

Brookfield Craft Center (Brookfield, Connecticut)			2001-2002

Shidoni Gallery (Santa Fe, New Mexico)				2000-2002

Pelissier Gallery (Norwich, Connecticut)				1996-2003

WDO Gallery (Charlotte)						1994-2004

Pelissier Gallery (Greenwich, Connecticut)				1996-2001

R. Duane Reed Gallery (Saint Louis)					2001

The Gallery at Craft Alliance (Saint Louis)				1993

The World Gallery (Internet)						1997-2000

Gallery 100 (Cape Girardeau, Missouri)				1999

The Stones Gallery (San Francisco)					1997

Barbara Okun Gallery (Santa Fe)					1993-1996

Blue Spiral Gallery (Asheville, North Carolina)			1994-1998

Bell Gallery (Memphis, Tennessee)					1991-1996

Urba Artware (Winston-Salem, North Carolina)			1994

River Gallery (Chattanooga, Tennessee)				1993


XI.  	 INTERNET SITES


https://www.symposium.seattlemetalsguild.org/presenters		present

Crossville Chronicles								present 

http://jozartdesigns.blogspot.com/2010_05_01_archive.html		present

Borromeo Forge Artisan Metalwork						present

http://www.steneby.se/web/AIR_presentationer_english.aspx	present

www.RickSmithBlacksmith.com						present

Smithsonian Magazine – www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture		present
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/points-may06.html

Artist Blacksmith Association of North America				present
http://www.abana.org/resources/education/schools.shtml

Gallery WDO – www.gallerywdo.com						present

Parkway Alumni Association							present
http://www.parkwayalumni.org/participate/hof/2006/smith.html
http://www.parkwayalumni.org/halloffame/inductees/2006/2006bios.html

National Ornamental Metal Museum						present
http://www.metalmuseum.org/irontwentyten.html

Kentucky Arts									present
http://www.kentuckyarts.org/Past.cfm?eid=55&CalendarAction=Display_EventDetail.cfm

Blue Heron Gallery								present
http://www.blueherondeerisle.com/artists.html

New England School of Fine Metalwork					present
http://www.newenglandschoolofmetalwork.com/instructorsg/main.php?g2_itemId=242

Southern Illinois University – www.siuc.edu					2003
2001-2002

Illinois Arts Council – www.state.il.us/agency/iac 				2001-2002

Pelissier Gallery – www.pelissiergalleries.com 				1998-2006

Arkansas Arts Center – www.arkarts.org					2000

The World Gallery – www.theworldgallery.com				1997-2000





